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Gill argues that the beauty industry played a crucial role in
the creation of the modern black female identity and that the
seemingly frivolous space of a beauty salon actually has
stimulated social, political, and economic change From the
founding of the National Negro Business League in and onward,
African Americans have embraced the entrepreneurial spirit by
starting their own businesses, but black women's forays into
the business world were overshadowed by those of black men.
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